we trust that God, working through His
Holy Spirit will draw souls to salvation
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

OLYMPICS

The Olympics represent the pinnacle of athleticism,
training, and competitiveness, going all the way back to
ancient times. The apostle Paul used illustrations from the
world of athletics in several of his letters.

To the gifted but immature believers in Corinth, Paul
wrote, “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run,
but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the
prize” (1 Cor 9:24). Here, Paul compares the disciplined
effort necessary for spiritual growth to an Olympic
athlete’s effort to win the prize that awaits only the winner
of a race. Growing in Christ does not just happen on its
own, the believer must cooperate with God by exerting
serious effort to follow what the Holy Spirit teaches. To
what does God call the believer? It is to become like Jesus
Christ in heart and lifestyle (Rom 8:28-30).

The believer is in training, much as an Olympic athlete
must train for a race. That is why the writer of Hebrews
exhorted, “Let us throw off everything that hinders and the
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider
him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you
will not grow weary and lose heart” (Heb 12:1-3). Jesus is
portrayed as the finest runner, the One who set the pace,
our model and hero in life’s race. Just as a runner in the
Olympics must dispense with anything that would hinder
his running, we must disentangle ourselves from sin. As a
runner in the games must keep his eyes on the finish line,
so we must keep our eyes on Christ and His joyful reward.”

As Paul approached the end of his life he wrote to his
young protégé, Timothy, “The time for my departure is
near. | have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,
I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to
all who have longed for his appearing” (2 Tim 4:6-8).
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FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “...Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,

Ministry Highlights

Announcements:

= The church’s new website: www.fcaphila.org
also visit us on Facebook. You can look on the
website for notices of cancelled services due to
inclement weather. Listen to past messages on
there along with viewing other church
information.
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(FCA\) First Christian Assembly, 1900 S. 11" Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148 215-389-6721
(PAC) Philadelphia Access Center, 1832 S. 11" Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148 215-389-1985

The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

WEEKLY SERVICES /MEETINGS

FCA PAC
Sunday 9:45 AM Bible Study
11:00 AM Worship Service & Children’s
Sunday School
Monday 7:00 PM Stepping Stones
Tuesday 6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Worship (Sanctuary)
Wednesday 6:30 PM Men'’s Fraternity (on hiatus) 1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo
Thursday 6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
Friday 7:00 PM Right Path

e Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.

e Right Path: A Christ centered support and recovery group for people whose lives have been affected by drug and
alcohol addiction. In a warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support and fellowship; in genuine
confidential sharing, coupled with a Biblical twelve step model of recovery.

e Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.

e \Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.

Looking Ahead

< Worship and Watch will reconvene. We will meet at Calvary Temple on Sunday, April 6™
at 6:00 PM. More details to follow.

PRAYER REQUESTS

= Ministries (present and future) at First Christian Assembly and the
Philadelphia Access Center

= Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith.

= Qur supported missionaries

= For our Pastor and his family.




